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1 )K Responsive to communication(s) filed on 27 February 2006 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)[*3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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Application Papers 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
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Response to Arguments 

1. Applicants arguments filed on February 27, 2006 have been fully considered 
but they are not persuasive. 

A. Applicant argues, with respect to claim 1, that "Brin does not disclose 
communication among a set of rich media environments... Brin discloses a 
communication among a set of user terminals... the user terminals... of Brin do not 
anticipate a set of rich media environment... because a rich media environment, as 
claimed... includes an arrangement of sensing and rendering components for 
covering a set of individuals present in the rich media environment whereas a user 
terminal as taught by Brin includes a keyboard and display and mouse for 
interaction with a single user... the examiner has mistaken the world view 700... of 
Brin as a physical environment... the world view 700 of Brin is not a physical 
environment... the elements 320 in the world view 700 of Brin do not represent the 
physical locations of individuals... elements 320 of Brin are a software emulation of 
conversation characteristics of individual users of the user terminals 100" (page 9, 
lines 8-33.). 

In response, Claim 1 (lines 3-6) recites, a set of one or more rich media 
environments... having a corresponding arrangement of sensing and rendering 
components for covering a set of individuals present in the corresponding rich media 
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environment. In response to applicant's argument that the references fail to show 
certain features of applicant's invention, it is noted that the features upon which 
applicant relies (i.e., physical environment) are not recited in the rejected claim(s). 
Although the claims are interpreted in light of the specification, limitations from 
the specification are not read into the claims. See In re Van Geuns, 988 F.2d 1181, 
26 USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). 

According to claim 1, only one rich media environment having a device for 
sensing and rendering is necessary, and Brin teaches a system that enables users to 
perceive proximity and orientation of another participant, such as the emphasis by 
a speaker! Brin teaches filtering conversations, detecting multiple interactions 
among participants present in the environment. According to claim 1, two or more 
users can be virtually or physically present, or just participating in a conference 
communication, and not necessarily in one room or in the same building. Brin 
discloses an interactive communication between a plurality of users in which users 
are enabled to perceive and control multiple real-world characteristics of 
conversations . In order to communicate, users must be present and connected to a 
network by using a communication device. 

B. Applicant argues, "claim 1 is not anticipated by Brin because Brin does not 
disclose detecting multiple communication interactions among a set of individuals 
present in rich media environment... Brin does not disclose capturing a set of media 
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data from the sensing components for each of a set of interest threads and 
combining the captured media data in response to the activities of individuals 
associated with the interest threads... Brin does not disclose detecting multiple 
communication interactions as claimed..." (page 10, lines 2-15). 

In response, Brin discloses a set of individuals participating in an interactive 
communication wherein the system detects (senses) communication interactions 
among the participants present in the environment. Brin teaches that the system 
detects movement, orientation, position, proximity, gestures, word stress, changing 
tone, etc. (see pages 2 and 4-7). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC§ 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 

that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (l) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by 
the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in 
section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the 
United States only if the international application designated the United States and was 
published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Brin 
(US 2003/0001890 Al). 
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Claims 1, 22 and 34: 

Brin discloses a system and method for interactive communication among a 
plurality of users. Brin teaches that the system enables users to perceive and 
participate in a multiple real-world conversational characteristics, such as 
proximity and orientation of a listener, emphasis by a speaker, importance of a 
speaker, reputation of a speaker, filtering conversations, etc. The system detects 
multiple communication interactions among the individuals present in the 
environment and maintain an interest thread for each communication interaction 
(abstract; p. 1, pg. 001 1-p. 2; pg. 0012-0019, 0028; p. 3, pg. 0033). The system 
captures a set of media data for each interest thread and combines it in response to 
the activities of a subset of the individuals associated with the interest thread (p. 4, 
pg. 0065-0069, 0074-0075; p. 5, pg. 0076-0082; figs. 5, 7, 14, 15). 
Claims 2, 23 and 35: 

See claim 1. Brin teaches selection of a subset of sensing and rendering 
components for use for each interest thread (p. 4, pg. 0065*0069, 0074-0075; p. 5, pg. 
0076-0082; figs. 5, 7, 14, 15). 
Claims 3, 24 and 36: 

Brin teaches speech levels of the individuals (p. 2, pg. 0012-0019). 
Claims 4. 25 and 37: 

Brin teaches selective filtering based on emphasis expressed by other 
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speakers. Brin teaches emphasis such as gesturing (p. 5, pg. 0076). 
Claims 5. 18-20. 26 and 38: 

Brin teaches activities including movements by the individuals (p. 2, pg. 
0019, 0021, 0032; p. 5, pg. 0080, 0083; p. 8, pg. 0111). 
Claims 6. 27 and 39: 

Brin teaches activities including locations of the individuals (p. 6, pg. 0094). 
Claims 7. 28 and 40: 

Brin teaches that the system refines the media data in response to the 
activities of the individuals (p. 2, pg. 0013-0026, 0031, 0034). 
Claims 8. 29 and 41: 

Brin teaches history of the communication interactions (p. 11, pg. 0157; p. 12, 
pg. 0172). 
Claim 9: 

Brin teaches communication interaction pertaining to an artifact in the rich 
media environment (p. 2, pg. 0018; p. 3, pg. 0037-0038). 
Claims 10-13. 30. 31. 42 and 43: 

Brin teaches that the system keeps track of each user's entry, which is 
displayed in conversation display spaces (writing surfaces) and updated with every 
entry (records a history of the space's content over time), (figs. 4B, 5A, 5B; p. 7, pg. 
0099-0108). 
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Claims 14. 15. 32. 33. 44 and 45: 

See claim 1. Brin teaches detection of multiple activities (audio, gestures, 
movement, etc.) and creation of interest areas for each detected activity (p. 5, pg. 
0076; p. 7, pg. 0099-0108; figs. 5A-10). 
Claims 16 and 17: 

See claim 1. Brin teaches communication interactions among two or more 
individuals in two or more of the rich media environments (p. 16, pg. 0241; figs. 5A- 
10, 14, 15). 
Claim 21: 

See claim 1. Brin teaches one or more individuals in remote locations (p. 1, 
pg. 0004-0006). 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to X. L. Bautista whose telephone number is (571) 
272-4132. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday 8:00AM- 
6:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571 
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273-8300. 



5. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. 
Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the 
Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 0 
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